
Friends of Yellow Creek Timeline 
 
1997-Northeast Ohio Four County Regional Planning and Development Organization (NEFCO) establishes the Yellow 

Creek Watershed Protection and Restoration Project. 
1998-Bath Township‘s Comprehensive Plan recommends initiating a program for Yellow Creek. 
2002-NEFCO publishes the Clean Water Plan: 208 Lake Erie Basin Water Quality Management Plan. 
2004-March-NEFCO published its Yellow Creek Watershed Action Plan. 
********************************************************************************************* 
2005 
-Bath Township’s spring Quarterly requested those interested in serving on a residents oversight committee as members 

of the Yellow Creek Watershed Committee submit their credentials to Mr. Jenkins. 
-June- Yellow Creek Watershed Committee holds first meeting. 
-Mission statement adopted:  To preserve, protect and enhance the aesthetic, physical, chemical and biological integrity 

of the Yellow Creek Watershed.  This mission shall be accomplished through actions such as monitoring, 
education, conservation, and restoration.  

********************************************************************************************* 
2006 
-Requested the Sun Pipeline be buried because it was exposed in the North Fork tributary on the Bath Nature Preserve 
-February-Twenty-nine people were appointed as members of the Yellow Creek Watershed Committee which was to 

serve the following purposes: 
1. To oversee the implementation of the Yellow Creek Watershed Action Plan which defines strategies that 

communities within the watershed could adopt to improve water quality and storm water management and 
establishes the following goals: 

• Increase the understanding, awareness, participation, and cooperation among all stakeholders 
regarding watershed and water quality 

• Educate watershed stakeholders about best management practices to protect water quality 
• Maintain and protect potential groundwater recharge areas  
• Recognize and address areas that have highly erodible soils 
• Protect current forested areas and promote additional tree planting 
• Adopt conservation development practices 
• Restore riparian corridors 
• Reduce imperviousness  

2. To serve as the stewardship committee for the protection and preservation of the watershed which may 
involve: 

• Pollution prevention 
• Preservation of the stability of the creek’s natural channel  
• Supporting legislative measures contributing to the protection and preservation of the watershed 
• Setting goals, priorities, and timetables for the implementation of plan elements, and 
• Encouraging intergovernmental agreements between or among the governmental units within the 

watershed.  
 
2006-2009-March-Oxbow River and Stream Restoration Company was hired to restore Bath Creek in the Bath Nature 

Preserve with funding thru the EPA. 
-April-Planted willows and white oaks along North Fork Creek. 
-Summer-Crystal Lake Dam improved for drainage by working with homeowners and businesses. 
-Summer-Participated in Bath Community Day and Univ. of Akron Field Station Open House. 
-July- Established YellowCreekWatershed.org as the group’s website. 
-Fall-Published two articles concerning home sewage treatment systems. 
********************************************************************************************* 
2007 
-Changed name to Friends of Yellow Creek. 
-Spring-Helped construct two rain gardens on the Bath Community Activity Center. 



-Developed a set of Power Points titled “Clean and Healthy Waters”. 
-Used data from a GIS study to construct a targeted mailing list of riparian landowners.  With grant support, mailed “Life 

at the Water’s Edge” to over 1000 residents using the mailing list.  
-April-Presented an Earth Day program involving a tree planting program, presentations on watershed friendly practices, 

and a keynote talk by Twelve Eagles. 
-Spring-Hosted a community speaker series, “Clean Water is the Basis of Life.” 
-Summer-Participated in Bath Community Day with a streamulator provided by Summit County Sewer and Water 

District. 
********************************************************************************************* 
2008 
-April-Presented an Earth Day program involving a tree planting program with trees from the Bath Grange. 
-Summer-Participated in Bath Community Day providing information about rain gardens. 
-Spring through Fall-Organized a “win-a-raingarden” contest.  Publicized the program,  and recruited sponsors, who 

installed a raingarden in the winner’s yard.    
********************************************************************************************* 
2009 
-Summer-Participated in Bath Community Day with clean water tips. 
-Submitted input to the Comprehensive Plan Review Committee. 
-October- Hosted an information table at the Bath Creek Stream Restoration Celebration. 
********************************************************************************************* 
2010 
-Started monitoring water quality of the streams in the watershed using invertebrate counts.  
-Supported installation of pervious pavement and raingarden next to the parking lot at the BathTownship Center. 
-Created a Stream Naming Committee to discover and verify names of streams in the watershed. 
-Summer-Participated in Bath Community Day and Fall into Nature at Bath Parks. 
********************************************************************************************* 
2011 
-Continued water quality monitoring, adding chemical and physical testing data to the invertebrate count information. 
-May-Hosted community presentations on Water Quality Testing and E. coli Testing by representatives of the 

Northeastern Ohio Regional Sewer District. 
-Presented programs to help residents deal with storm water and erosion. 
-Spring-Described accomplishments at the State of the River 2011 Comeback of the Cuyahoga meeting. 
-Summer- Began Moore’s Chapel wetland restoration.  
-Summer-Provided feedback to Summit County Engineer on the Summit County Surface Water Improvement and 

Management Program             
-Summer-Participated in Bath Community Day and Fall into Nature at Bath Parks 

with maps of the streams and proposed names. 
********************************************************************************************* 
2012 
-Spring-Provided feedback to Summit County Council regarding their resolution on oil drilling and hydraulic fracturing.  
-Continued water quality monitoring. 
-Began wetland restoration of the Garden Bowl. 
-Participated in Bath Community Day and Fall into Nature at Bath Parks with a huge raindrop indicating the water cycle. 
********************************************************************************************* 
2013 
-Completed the Stream-Naming and presented to Bath Township Board of Trustees on July 1 and gave to Zoning 

Inspector for input into US Board of Geographic Names for approval and inclusion on US geographic maps. The 
Board also requested that the Summit County Engineer add signage at stream crossings and bridges to increase 
awareness of the streams. 

-Continued water quality monitoring. Verified accuracy of test results using Ohio EPA data. 
-Presented an overview of the wetland restoration and stream naturalization projects at the 2013 State of the River 

Symposium in Cleveland. 



-Continued public outreach through displays at Community Day and Fall Into Nature and presentations to local senior 
and gardening groups. 

-Toured the bogs in Kent, Ravenna, and BNP and learned about progress of weltand restoration at Moore’s Chapel and 
the Garden Bowl. 

-Purchased additional equipment for stream monitoring, items for public outreach and a display banner. 
-Established Friends of Yellow Creek Facebook page. 
********************************************************************************************* 
2014 
-Evaluated and wrote response to proposed Summit County Stormwater Utility. 
-Offered program on forming a Watershed Conservancy and approached the township Trustees and Administrator for 

support. 
-Upgraded and launched new Website. 


